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SUBJECTAC F-104 REPLACEMENT: FORMATION OF NEW GOVERNMENT 
DELAYS DECISION ON F-16 

OASAF FOR ASST SEC SHRONTZ, EMV ASSIES THE HAGUE, BRUSSELS AND 
OSLO PASS MAAGS AND VISITING TEAMS. 

REF: (A)COPENHAGEN 0378 (B) COPENHAGEN 0416 

SUMMARY: RAPID SHIFT OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS SINCE 
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FEBRUARY 1 1 HAS ALTERED THE SITUATION REPORTED REFTEL A. 
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THE NEW SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC MINORITY GOVERNMENT WHICH 
WAS CONSTITUTUED FEBRUARY 13 WILL NOT PRESENT ITS OFFICIAL 
PROGRAM UNTIL FEBRUARY 20. CONSEQUENTLY AT CONSORTIUM 
DEFENSE MINISTER S MEETING IN BRUSSELS FEBRUARY 17, 

NEWLY APPOINTED DEFENSE MINISTER ORLA MOLLER WILL ONLY BE 
ABLE TO RESERVE DENMARK'S POSITION PENDING SUBSEQUENT 
CONSIDERATION OF THE F-16 PURCHASE QUESTION BY THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT AND PARLIAMENT. IN VIEW OF THIS CHANGE 
EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT VISIT BY GENERAL DYNAMICS AND 
PRATT & WHITNEY REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 20-23 BE IN 
LOW KEY AND DIRECTED PRIMARILY AT INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES. 
END SUMMARY. 

1. THE DANISH "DOUBLE FOUR COMMITTEE" MEETING 

FEBRUARY 10 WAS PREDUCTED ON THE GENERAL EXPECTATION THAT 
A FOUR PARTY LIBERAL LED COALITION GOVERNMENT WOULD BE 
FORMED THE FOLLOWING DAY UNDER PRIMIN POUL HARTLING. WHEN 
THIS EXPECTATION EVAPORATED ALL PARTIES TOOK THE POSITION 
THAT NO DEFINITE DECISION HAD BEEN MADE AT THAT MEETING 
IN FAVOR OF THE F-16 AND OUR SOURCES REQUIRED THE EMBASSY 
TO PROTECT THEIR CONFIDENCESIRECIPIENTS OF REFTEL A ARE 
REQUESTED NOT TO EMBAARRAS DEFENSE MINISTER MOLLER 
WHO WILL ATTEND FEB 71 BRUSSELS MEETING BY CITING INFO 
CONTAINED THERIN) 

2. THE FOLLOWING FORMATION OF ANKER JORGENSENS MINORITY 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT FEB 13(REF TEL B) PARLIAMENT 
WAS RECESSED FOR ONE WEEK TO PERMIT ATTENDANCE OF MINISTERS 
AND PARLIAMENTARIANS AT NORDIC COUNCIL MEETING IN 
REYKJAVIK AND TO ALLOW THE NEW GOVERNMENT OPPORTUNITY 

TO PREPARE IT GENERAL PROGRAM. THIS WILL FIRST BE 
UNVIELWED IN PRIMIN JORGENSEN'S ADDRESS TO PARLAIMANT 
FEB 20. IN THE INTERVAL OF COURSE THE GOVERNMENT CAN 
TACTICLY NOT TAKE IMPORTANT DECISION AND DEFENSE MINISTER 
ORLA MOLLER TOLD THE PRESS THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO RESERVE 
DANIDH POSITION AT FEB 17 MEETING OF CONSORTIU 
DEFENSE MINISTERS IN BRUSSELS. 

3. WE BELIEVE THAT THE NEEW DANISH GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO 
COME OUT IN FAVOR OF THE F-16 OVER ALL COMPETITORS. AS 
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MENTIONED REFTEL B THE APPOINTMENT OF ORLA MOLLER WHO 
WAS THE PRIME MOVER BEHIND THE FEB 10 MEETING OF THE 
"DOUBLE FOUR COMMITTEE" IS A STRONG INDICATION IN THAT 
DIRECTIN. NEVERTHELESS THE FORMATION OF THE NEW SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT WILL DELAY ANY DECISION BEING TAKEN 
UNTIL THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN SHAKEN DOWN AND ITS MAJOR 
POLICY DIRECTIONS DETERMINED. THE NEW GOVERMENT LIKE 
ITS PREDECESSOR WILL BE SENSITIVE TO CHARGES THAT IT HAS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


MADE A DECCION WITHOUT PROPER CONSULTATIONS WITH AND 
APPROVAL OF PARLAIMENT. 

4. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE THE EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT THE 
FEB 20-23 VISIT BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE USAF, GENERAL 
DYNAMICS AND PRATT & WHITNEY SHOULD BE IN LOW 
KEY WITH A MINIMUM OF PUBLIC RELATINS/MEDIA 
EXPOSURE. DANISH INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES ARE VERY ANXIOUS 
TO DISCUSS CO-PRODUCTION AND OFFSET FEATURES OF THE US 
OFFER, AND MINISTRY OF COMMERCE REP MRS GALLE 
IS COORDINATING A GENERL MEETING MORNING OF FEB 21 
MR IRVIN SLOTH WHO IS CURRENTLY ASSISTING THE DAISH 
STEERING COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES ALSO WISHES WE 
UNDERSTAND TO DISCUSS THE FINANCIAL ASPECTS OF THE 
US OFFER. THE DANISH STEERING COMMITTEE REP AND STAFF WHO 
WILL BE IN BRUSSELS FEB 17 TO 19 HAVE INFORMED THE 
EMBASSY THAT THEY HOPE TO DISCUSS THE COPENHAGEN PROGRAM 
WITH GENERAL DYNAMICS BRUSSELS REPRESENTATIVE 
JAMES MURPHY DURING THOSE DAYS. 
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